Amendments to HB273 puts two descendants of Thomas
Spalding slaves on Sapelo Island Herltage Authority
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Townsend
Church of God
Spring Fling
11,2023

12+ 4 pam.

Please punt s for our Speing Fling
» 1231 Church of God Rd., NW
Townsend, GA
We wll have an Easter Egg Ment. Gares
and 2 Bounce House for the bide

Attention Mcintosh Property Owmer (Site Visit)
Greetings from the Mcintosh Board of Assessors,
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HB273

Continued from Page 3

Senator Nikki Merritt
brought up questions
about defining two resi-
dent appointees. “l have
concerns and those in the
community have concerns
because now we have
people moving into the
island that are not descen-
dants of the Gullah. So,
I'm trying to be respectful
of those residents there.
We're afraid of gentrifica-
tion and people now try-
ing to claim residency. You
know, they've been living
there two years or what-
ever. We want to make
sure we're being sensitive
and maybe we have some
type of residency require-

ment. | would like to see
it say something like the
descendants of enslaved
people or you have to have
lived her x amount of time
before you can claim resi-
dency. | would like to see
those two things so we
can safeguard..”

Williams explained
there was a process by
which a person becomes a
resident, and receives the
privileges offered by the
state to those residents.

There was also a long
discussion about how to
know someone is actual-
ly a biological descendant
of Thomas Spalding’s en-
slaved families who lived
on the island.

Senator Emanuel Jones
made a motion to add the
word, descendant to the
amendment,

Senator

Petrea said,

“l am quite certain that
Representative DeLoach
would not have a problem
with this amendment. It
sounds to me like this is
the intention anyway. It
may be better to simply
amend the bill by adding
descendants as Senator
Jones first recommended
by adding resident de-
scendants. | am quite con-
fident when [ get back to
Rep. DeLoach that he will
be pleased.

Josiah “Jazz” Watts, a
descendant of Sapelo ls-
land, asked to speak and
was granted two minutes.

“lama descendant from
the island and I just want
to let you know again,
we didn't know anything
about this bill. I actual-
ly drove all night to get
here to be able to speak to
you. S0, I wish I had more

than two minutes, but I'll
do the best | can. We did
reach out to both Repre-
sentative Williams and
had a call, but the bill still
went forward and it had
no changes and to have
our descendant at a call
yesterday with Rep. De-
Loach. And, we were told
that won't be any changes,
but there are two things
that we are concerned
about.

"One is the issue that
you're talking about. The
issue of descendants, and
what we would ask is that
line 30 would change to
specify specifically to say
the descendants of those
enslaved from Thomas
Spalding from those 44
families. So, 1 think that
can clearly dictate the
definition of descendants
for us, and also the other

change that we wanted to
see is with the governor
appointing a designee, we
wanted to make sure that
the person is an elected
official, or an agency rep-
resentative under the gov-
ernor so that person can
be held accountable, not
only to the voters of Geor-
gia, but also to the voters
that live within the com-
munity and the descen-
dants within the commu-
nity. So, we were asking
for those specific changes.
The thing that I would say
is I want us all to work to-
gether here and I'm new
to this entire process. |
just found out about this
just a few weeks ago, so
I"'m still trying to catch up.
We've had a lot of support,
100 Miles has been sup-
porting us. We have these
letters from nonprofit or-

ganizations SICARs, Hog
Hammock  Community
Foundation and also Save
Our Legacy Ourselves or-
ganization, and a member
of the Authority, Franny
Bailey, who Commissioner
Williams did speak with.

“Within just wo weeks,
we mobilized so that we
could respond to this. |
would like to see those up-
dated changes to amend
the bill. If that doesn't
happen, we would ask
that it gets tabled.”

The motion passed to
amend with the substitute
wording. Merritt asked to
table the bill until proper
wording was provided,
but it died for a lack of a
second.

Senator Mike Hodges
(R-Brunswick) will carry
the bill in the Senate.



