Protect
Georgia’'s
Red Drum

Georgia’s Red
Drum fishery is
| at a critical
' decision point.
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What's At Stake: If Georgia does not reduce its red drum
catch, it risks undermining the long-term sustainability of
coastal fisheries and the broader marine ecosystem. Red Drum
(Sciaenops ocellatus) is a key nearshore predator and valuable
recreational species; overharvest can lower spawning stock,
reduce recruitment, and destabilize population structure.
Economically, overharvest could trigger stricter federal rules,
limit angler access, and harm charter, tackle, and tourism
businesses. In short, failing to adjust catch limits now raises the
likelihood of stock decline, regulatory action, and lasting
ecological and economic costs.
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Why We Care: If it takes 5 years to end overfishing and +25
years to rebuild to a healthy F40 stock, managing only to F30-
F35 slows the recovery of Red Drum. While anything below F40
reduces fishing pressure, it does not rebuild spawning biomass
or age structure as effectively as the full target. Choosing the
stronger rebuilding goal supports faster recovery, greater long-
term resilience, and more stable economic opportunity for

coastal communities.
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LEARN MORE: GeorgiaSaltwater.org/get-involved
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We have until March 12'" to vote on the best option to get
the Red Drum population to SPR 40 the fastest. Our best
option within the survey is

Option B: 16"-25"/ 3 bag/ vessel limit

Slot Limit | BagLimit | Fishing Mortality Years to reach 30%
SPR at F Level
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Additional Resources:

» Presentation from CRD:
o coastalgadnr.org/RedDrum
« Georgia Saltwater Angler Association:
o GeorgiaSaltwaterAnglersAssociation.org/get-
involved
« Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission:
o Red Drum Benchmark Stock Assessment and Peer
Review Report — 2024
= asmfc.org/resources/stock-assessment/red-
drum-benchmark-stock-assessment-and-peer-
review-report-2024/
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LEARN MORE: GeorgiaSaltwater.org/get-involved


http://coastalgadnr.org/reddrum
https://www.legis.ga.gov/find-my-legislator
https://www.legis.ga.gov/find-my-legislator

